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Buffelgrass Added to Noxious Weed Rules 
 
(Phoenix) -- Buffelgrass, which has been and continues to be a blessing for the cattle 
industry has become a big problem in Arizona and as a result, the Arizona 
Department of Agriculture has placed it in the noxious weed rules.  It will be in the 
prohibited and regulated weed rules, which means no seeds or other life stages are 
allowed to be brought into Arizona and local municipalities have the power to  not 
only kill these weeds, but wage a better argument in obtaining grant funds to do so.  
 
 This warm-season perennial bunch grass thrives with an abundance of water 
Arizona has experienced recently and is choking native plants at an alarming speed.  
These plants can shoot up to five feet tall and grow a flower-like head up to 5 inches 
long that spreads the plant near and far.  Once the water supply is cutoff, the grass 
dies and is a perfect fire fuel and can lead to massive devastation once a fire 
begins.   In addition, following a fire, buffelgrass can quickly re-sprout and out 
compete or even replace native species.  Thousands of acres are affected in Arizona 
andthousands more are threatened. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Tumamoc Hill, near Tucson, is nearly permeated 
with buffelgrass (as seen in green). 

Buffelgrass will even spring 
up around telephone and 
electric poles, presenting a 
fire danger. 
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